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Ifaiah 62. 6. IT have ſet Watchmen upon thy Walls, O Jeruſalem, "that - 
. ſhall never hold their Peace, Day nor Night. 

& Great GoſpekProphet Iſaiah as he was Chriſt's Great Prin 

( ſeeing His day afar off and rejoycing ) eying His Goſpel-Church 

at a great diſtance, having rare and clear Diſcoveries of Chriſt and His 


. Kingdom under the New-Teſtainent : So He was a Great Sympathizer 


with the Geſpel-Church, under whatſomever Priviledges it was te be dig- 


. nified withall, and under whatſomever Heavy Afflictions, Crofles and 


Perſecutions it was to be tnited with. ver. 1it, For Zion's ſake will I 


_ not hold my Peace &c. And out of the bowels of this His Sympathy, 
ſprang rare Diſcoveries 'of the Glory of the New-Teſtameni Church? 


and the Inter-conjund&ion betwixt Chriſt the Huſband, and the Church 

His Spouſe - and thence you have, ver. 3d. The Gentiles and all Kings 
beholding the Glory of Chrilt's Spouſe : ; and they Tranſported with 
her Gliſtering Splendour, naming her by a New Name, ( as in ſome 
Kingdoms the Spouſe-is no more named by her Father's Naine, but by 


her Huſbands, when the Contra& and Marriage Ty is conſummat) and 


this Name given her by the Mouth of the Lord, as her God-father. And 
ver. 3d, When entering this Matrimonial-Conjundion, fhe 1s no more 


- 2 ſingle and Private Perſon, but being the Spouſe of a King. ver. 4. She 
.1s Crowned with a rare Crown, a Crown of Glory anda Royal Diadem. 


And that Crown not to be pulled off her head by invading Powers being - 
holden in her Huſband's hand, the Omnipotens Power of the Mediator 
"_ being wreathed about it. And ver. 5th. ls foretold the Joy Unſpeakable 
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and full of Glory that is betwixt theſe two New Married Perſons, as a *N 


Bridegroom and a Young-man rejoycing over his Bride, ſo ſhall her Gud 


rejoice over her : all pointing outthe Wonderfull Joy, Glory, Bleſſings, : 


and Priviledges of the Goſpel-Church under the New-Teftament. 


- Thence in the Words of the Text you have theſe things of Impor- F 


| tance. 1ſt, The Mediator's Soveraign-power in the Managment of 
Church-affairs ; Eſpouſing a peculiar Intereſt in-the Churches Greateſt 
Concerns, I have ſet. 2ly, The deſignation of the Goſpel-Church, 7e- 
ruſalem. 3ly, The deſignatioa of the Office-bearers in the Goſpel-Church, 
Wethmen. 4ly, The fortification of the Church, Jeruſalem's Walls. 
5ly, The Lord's poſting -of Church-officers in their ſeveral Stations, 7 
have ſet. 6ly, The ſedulous exerciſe of Church-ofhicers in their ſeveral 
Stations, They ſhall never bold their Peace Day nor Night, implying, a 


fruitfull promiſe o the pouring out of the Spirit upon Goſpel-Miniſters 


under the New-Teſtament, 10 the Faithfull] Mauagment of their Truſt. 


It may be Queſtioned, Why the New-Teſtament-Church is fo fre- 
quently in the Old-Teſtament, denominated by the Old Prophets in. their - 


Prophetick-diſcoveries of its Glory Fernſalem and Zion ?- lt is anſwered, 


Iſt, Zion was by nature an Impregnable Rock of its ſelf, but when - 


falling under the Conqueſt and Poſleſſhon of David, 2 Sam. 5. 6, 7, 8, 


9. It became Invincible, Impregnable by David's dwelling in the Fort, _- 
and building about it from 4o and inward; David had ſuch an Eye 


upon Zion, when poſleſled by the Jebu/ttes, that the Flower- of his 
- Army adventured the ſpending of their Hearts Blood to take it in. So 
is the Goſpel-Church, Mar. 16.18, Upon this Rock will I build my Church, 
and the Gates of Hell hall not prevail again(t it : When the Goſpel Ziens 
David ( Jeſus Chriſt ) conquers the Church, Luke 10. 18. Satan is 


ſeen as Lightning falling down. v. 17, Upon the back of the Seventies - 
returning and giving account of their Proſperous Succeſs; the Church 


1s a Strong Rock battered by Devils, and yet the Breaches conſtantly 
repaired. 2. Jeruſalem under the Old-Teitament was God's dwelling, 
His own City which He Chuſed above all the Citics in the World; there 

* was His Houſe-quarter, His Palace-Royal, His Court, - Ffal. 48. rt. The 
City of our God. v. 2. The City of the Great King, Pal. 46. 5. Gods 
. in the midſt of her. here are three Emphaſes in the Words, 1/t, The 
| | King's 
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Kings City, 28 if there had not been a King in all the World, but this 
one King. 2. The Great King's City, importing, all Kings beſides to 
| be his inferior Vaſſels. . 3. The Great King's City, as if there had not 
| been a Cityin all the World but this one, and all Catexochen : This 
19.3 plain pourtrait of the Geſpe-Church Propheſicd by Zeremiahchap.3.15. 
-; Twill give you Paſtors aceording to my Heart. And ver. 17. At that 
rime ( to wit in the Goſpel-days ) They ſhall call Jeruſalem the Throne 
of the Lord, Exzek. 40. to the 48. chap. he Goſpel-Church in its whole 
Glorious frame diſcovered to the Prophet, in the cloſe of the 48. chap. 
| The name of the City 1s Jebova-ſhamma, the Lord is there. Rev. 21. 3. 
| New f7ernſalem coming down from God out of He aven, a Great Voice is 
heard out of Heaven,- the Lord dwells in His Goſpel. -Church, and God 
Hinfelf ſhall be with them, 2 Cor. 6. 16. God dwells in t 'em, and 
Walks in them. The Church is His Manſion-Houſe, other places ate 
- His Summer Parlours which He haunts as a Stranger or Wayfaring-man, 
turning aſide but for a night, 7er., 14. 8, 
D 3: Feruſalem was one of the moſt ſplendid Cities in the World for 
” Situation, compa@ and ſtately building, over-topped by Mount Zion, 
- andfo Impregnable, wonderfully beautified with the Rareſt Temple in 
the World, Adorned with Silver, Gold and Prectous Stones, and Marble 
| Stones of Voluminous 2 and Incredible Bigneſs, the Amuſinent of the migh- 
tieſt Monarchs in the World, whoſe Curiofity led them to ſee the Cit 
and Palace of the Great God, Pſal. 48. 4; 5, 6. Aings Aſſemble, they 
Wonger and are Afraid, Terror ak bold of them ſo they haſt away ; 
So 1s the Goſpel-Church, a Glorious Sight, The Romen Pagan-Emperors 
were aſtoniſhed at it when the more they murdered y Chriſtian-Church, 
the more it grew, and ſtill more Glorious till Conſtantine the Great 
tranſported with its Glory, was like to part with Crown and Robe, to 
partake of its Splendour, and which 1s admirable, the Antichriſtian Kings 
being drunk with the Fornications of Spiritual Babylon, in the deep of 
ON their Drunken-Delufions, makes themſelves . Slaves to Antichrift, under 
4 the notion of the Gliſtering Reſplendid Church of the New-Teſtament, 
' andin this their Roaving tits, bzautifies this their Miſtaken Church, 
with the Richeſt of Gifts. 
4: Jeruſalem was the Seat of three kinds of the moſt admired Men in 
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the World, to wit, Kings; Friend and Prophets, Great and Mighty Kings 
for the force of Wealth, and Arms Lodged in Jeruſalem, what Glory, 
Majefty, and Wealth, had King Solomon, who made Money as plentifull 
as the Stones in Jeruſalem's Streets ; What hundred thouſands had Recho- 
hboart in his Vicorious Army, even whenten of the twelve Tribes were 
rent from him. $0 were their Priefts in their Prieſtly-Robs, aftontſhing 


and terrifiing to Princes, how did Artaxerxes honour the Prieſts, Ezra 


7. 11. &c. How was Alexander the Great ſtriken almoſt dead, when 
the High-Prieſt in his Pontificials met him, ſurrounded with his 
bloody Vidorious Army,the Grave Majeſtick pace of 72ddns ſurrounded 
with the reſt of the Prieſts, dampted the Tyrant. And for Prophets, 


 Feruſalem was the place of their reſort, to witneſs againſt Kings, Prieſts, 


Princes, and People: Feruſalem was the Center of the Greateſt, Honour- 
able, moſt Learned-People of the World, Leading the Queen of Shebz 
to ſtench her Couriofity with beholding the Wiſdoin of that City; So 
is the Goſpel-Church when in its Meridian-Splendour, rypning the Fruits 
of the Excellent Promiſes, ſucking the Breaſts of Kings, 1{a. 60. 16, 
Kings Nurſing-Fathers, Queens Nurfing-Mothers. 1/2. 46. 23. Flouriſh- 


ing with Prieſts and Prophets. Mat.23. 34. Prophets, Wiſe-men, <cribes x; c 


indued with all Natural and Moral Qualifications, Flouriſhing in Lite- 


rature. The Oriental Fathers Succeeding the Primitive Times, our + 


Great German-Reformers, or late Reformers, whoſe Perfe&ion aſtoniſhed 
the Papal-ſeez our Goſpel-Church 1s the Seat of the Greateſt Men in the 
World for Breeding, Parts or Education in all things accompliſhing 
Leading towards the Recoverie of the paſt loit Happineſs. | 
5. Jeruſalem was a City of admirable Strength, tor Walls, Towers, 


Bulwarks. There is a Portrait of the Goſpel-Church, Mat. 16. 19. The 


Mediator hath given it a Wonderfuil Power, a Power over the Kingdom 
of Heaven, He has given it the Keys of that City, 1t ſhuts, it opens the 
gates of that City, it binds,it Jooſeth, it has a mighty power and ſtrength, 
It has a two edged Sword in its Hand, Executing vengeance on the 
Heathen, and Puniſhments on the Feople, binding Kings with Chains, 
and Neobles with Ferters of Iron, this honour have all the Saints. Praiſe 


ye the Lord, Pfal. 149. 6, 7, 8. 


6. Feruſalem was the Eye-ſore of all the Enemies round about it, 
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 Epypt Aſſiria, Babylon, Amalek, Edomghe Philiflins, Moab, 2Chron. 20. 


= And thus has the ky pr been ſurrounded from: 1ts firſt found- 
ing, accompliſhing our- Lord's predi&ion, Luke 12. 51. Suppoſe ye That 
I am come to ſend Peace upon the Earth, I tell you, nay, but rather Divi- 
ſion ;, And that amongſt the neareſt Relations, Father and Mother, Sons 
and Daughters : in the Primitive Times, Heathen-perſecutors, Parents 
delivering up their Children, and Children their Parents to the Gibbet 
and Flames; and in our Latter Times, the-Devil and Angels, Rer-. 12, 
7. Warring in Heaven with Michael and his Angels; Ihe Antichriſtion 


and Eraſt:an Enemies of the Church now perſuing her into the Wilder- 


neſs, which we may call the two combined Arch-enemies of the Goſpel- 
Church, in thir Latter Days of it, playing to one anothers hands, like 
a toſſed Ship flying betwixt Scy//2 and Charybds, Elhunning the one 
Rock, it dathes upon the other - thus the poor Goſpel-Church 15 like a 
torch of fire in a ſheaf, - Zach. 12, 6. All Nations gathering about 1t. 
Micah 4. 11, 12,13. v. Ariſe and threſh, O Daughter of Zion, for 1 wil 
make thine horn Iron, and thy hoofs Braſs, and conſecrate the gain 
of the Enemies unto the Lord : Theſe bloody encounters of the Church, 


. reſults into Glorious Viftories, Rev. 12. 11. The Church Overcomes 
* by the blood of the Lamb and the Word of their Teſtimony. 


7. As Jeruſalem was a Royal-City, the Seat of Mighty and Great 


Kings, ſo it was the Seat of Supream-Judicatories, whereunto rai all 


Appeals, finally to be diſcuſs'd and ended, the Sanadrim was a great, Juſt 
and Grave-court, Pfal. 122. 45. Whither the Tribes go up, for there are 
ſet Thrones of Tudgement, the Thrones of the Houſe of David: S9 1s 
the Goſpel-Church ; King Jeſus has His Throne of Judgement there. 
Ezek. 48. laſt v. The Name of the City 1s Zehova-ſhamma, the Mighty 
Lord is the Judge. Tell the Church, Matth. 38. 17. Is a-great Word, 


_ and yet It 1s of more welghty importance, That if he ref uſe to hear the 


Church, let him be to thee as a Heathen and a Publican : It ſeemed Good 
70 the Holy Ghoſt, and to us, Ads 15. 28. Carries in the boſom of it, a 
final ending of all Appeals running in ſubordinate line to the Supream- 
Court of Common Pleas, This 1s the Court of the Aing's Bench. 

8. Jeruſalem was the Place where the High and Mighty Oracle gave | 


His Reſponſes, greater than the Oracle at Delphos, 2 Sam. 21. 1. When 
all 
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all 17-gel was plunged in a difficulty, how-to. find out the Cauſe of three 
years Famine, year after year; at length the Reſponſe is given by the 
Oracle that it was for murthering of the harmleſs Gibeonires and Breach 
of Lovenant.. The Church is the Seat of Reſponſes when poor People 


| P 
are bewildered in Judgements, how to evade the Labyrinth of their Diffi> 


culties,is 1{a.8.20.Tothe Law and ts the Teſlimonies,and not unto familiar 
Spirits, and Wizards, that peep and mutter from the living to the dead. 
v. 19. Search the Scriptures.* John 5. 39. The Church 1s the Cafk that 
keeps the Treaſures of Light in an hour of Darkneſs; 'The Urim and 
Thummim of the Church-was upon the High-Prieſts Breeſt-plate. 

9. The New Yernſalem is a City full of Wonders, full of Glory, full 
of Beauty, Rev. 21. v. 18. The building of the Wall of Jaſper, the Foun- 
dation garniſhed with all manner of Precious Stones, the City Pure Gold, 


like to Clear Glaſs. This is the Goſpel-Church Fore-Propheſied, Ifa. 54. 


11, 12,13. Her Windows Agats, Carbuncle, Precious Stones, when the 


Goſpel-Chnrch {hal be moulded according to this Pattern upon the Mount, 
and aſpire unto the height of its Reformation, which all of us fhould 


aim at, then ſhall it be ſung, Peace be within thy Walls, and Proſperity 
within thy Palaces, 122. 7. 4 


Theſe things being premiſed for Clearing; the Scope of the Text, this 
concluſion 1s oftered unto us. 


Obſ. That as the Goſpel-Church 1s one of the moſt Gloriovs, Pleaſant, 
Profitable, and Defireable Things in this World; So the Lord has a 
ſingular care of it, in its Intereſt and Concerns by Prote&ion and Pre- 
ſervation, for His own Glory, and its Good. It 1s Jeruſalem, It is 


Walled Jeruſalem, \t 1s a City ſurrounded with Watchmen, and theſe of 
the Mediator's choſing and of His fixing, and of His furniſhing, for 
diligent, ſuitable Imployment. 

This concluſion lyes in two Branches. 1. The Church is one of the 


moſt Glorious things in the World. 2. The Lord Preſerves and Protedts 
His Church in 1ts Splendor and Glory. 


iſt, The Church 1s one of the moſt Glorious Things in the World. 
1. What is more Glorious than Sun and Moon 2 What more 
pleaſant in the day time than the Sun £ What more profitable for nou- 
riſhing the fruits of the ground and quickning the Life of Mortals? 


What 


What more pleaſant 1n the night time, than the Moon; theſe two oreat 


Luminaries and Eyes of Heaven, wherein the whole Creation has plea- 


- ſure 2 What would the World be if Sun and, Moon dropped out of 
| Heaven, and were totally and tinally eclipſed ? What would the World 


be but a confuſed Chaos, the very ſhaddow of Hell where all wild beaſts 
of the Forreſt would run mad upon Men and Women, a den of Devils 
and Satyrs: when the Goſpzl-ſong of Solomon was penned, fore-ſeeing 
the Glory of the Goſpel-Church, he ſcrewed up its Splendor to the 
Glory of the Sun and Moon, Cant. 6. 10. Fair as che Moon, Clear as 
the Sun, the Church is as the Sun in the World; What was Scotland 
when drowned in Antichriſtian-Darkneſs, before the Sun of our Refor- 


mation by Wiſhart and Anox 2 What, but a den of Thieves and Rob- 
| bers, Blood-ſhed, Murder, and all Villanous Impieties, a Receptacle of 


Devils, Brounies, Faries £ The Church carries the Golden-lamp Lighted, 
that ſcatters darkneſs ; thence what pleaſure takes the Mediator to walk 
among the Candleſticks when the Lights are ſhining and-burnins, it is 


a dreadfull Ecclipſe in the Church, Amos 8. 9g, When the Lord cauſeth 
the-Sun go down at Noon, it's not many years ſince the Church of Scor- 


land was under a dreadfull Ecclipſe, her Sun darkned through the Inter- 


poſition of Vielent-1nvaſions upon her Juſt Liberties and Priviledzes, 
rolling towards a full Antichriſtian-Darkneſs; Ah? if it had continued : 
but a ſhort time longer, in what a wotull condition would the Church 
have been, all Faces gathering Blackneſs, Nah. 2. 10. What wes the 
Church like to be, but an Aceldama, a Field of Bloud, every one ready 
to ſheath his Sword in his Neigabour's fide. 

2. What is more Glorious than a Queen of Royal-Extra&, cloathed 
in Gold of Ophir, and the King's Daughter her cloathing of Wrought 
Gold, this is the Goſpel-Church, \fal. 45. 9.13. In her ſplendour of Re- 
formation. . Rev. 12. 1. A Woman cloathed with the Sun, reading upon 


the Moon, her head wreathed with Pearls and Precious Stones; Is there 
- ay thing more pleaſant, more Beautifull in all the World-then a Flou- 


riſhing-Church in Government, Diſcipline, Dofrine and Worſhip, the 
Kinz and Queen delighting 11 one anothers Company, and all the Children 
of the Family growing Fat, Flouriſhing, and full of Sap, like Calves in 
the ſtall about their hand. 


3. What 4 
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2. What is more Glorious than a Royal Army with Banners dif- . 


played,and a Martial King upon her Head,this is a figure of the Church, 


Cant. 6.10, How Glorious and Stately is the Church, when the Caprain 
of the Lord of Hoſts is upon her head, 7eſ. 5. 14.One of the Statelieft, 
moſt Glorious Things in the World was 1ſ-ae”s Camp' ( the Church of 


God) Numb. 10. With their Princely Standards, and the Ark in the 


midft of the Camp, their great Captain hovering above them in a Cloud 
and Pillar of Fire, ( If God be for us, who can be againſt us 2 Rom. 8. 
31. ) the Great Glory and Ornament of Scotland was the Church, 
Flouriſhing with the Standards of Pure Laws. What Glorious Statutes, 
Civil and Ecclefiaftick, before the A& of Clffis was broken at that time, 
all the Enemies of 'our Reformation broke in upon Chriſt's Vineyard, 
and has occaſioned ſuch irreparable Breaches and Ruines that many Ze- 
rubables and Ezras will not eafily Repair again ; Ah, poor Church, 
cloven in Pieces with a Wedge taken out of her own Side. 

4. What more Glorious to the Eye, what more Savory to the ſenſe 
than a well fenced Garden 2 is not this the Church? 1/z. 5. 1. Can. 4. 
12. What more pleafing then Flowers, Vines, Cluſters of Grapes, Water- 
Works, Arbors, Groves 2 The Church Flouriſhing in Ordinances, 
Graces, Good-works, glorifying Chriſt's Father which 1s in- Heaven. 

5. What more Glorious than Honour 2 What more defireable than .. 
Riches This is the Church under the Goſpel, Iſa. 49. 22. They ſhall 
bring their Sons in their Arms, their Daughters on their Shoulders, 1ſa. 
60. 11, In offering in propyn unto the Mediator, The forces of the Gen- 


Tiles with their Kings, Iſa. 61. 6. The Riches of the Gentiles with their 


Glery, 1fa. 66. 12. 'The Glory of the Gentiles. 

6. When the Glory of all other Created-Glories fadeth, then the 
Churches Glory Flouriſheth towards the height of Perfe&ion, Rev. 21. 
it. Tt is then like a Jaſper Stone, clear as Criſtal, the Church aſcends 
to the Heaven of Heavens, cloathed with all the Glory of Created-Glo- 
ries, and enters the Perpetuity of Glory, to behold the Beauty, and Glory 
of her Huſband through all the Ages of Eternity. | 

The 29. Branch of this Conclufion, is, that as the Church is moſt 
Glorious, ſo the Lord has a Singular Care of it 1n its Intereſts and 
Concerns, for its Prote&ion, Preſervation, and Continuance, for His 

| | Glory 


Watchmen. 6, Over what properly they are to Watch, 
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Glory and itz Good: He ſets Watchmen on her Walls, &c. Four or 
five Things would be ſpoken to from this Branch of Truth. 1. To 
the Lord's Soveraign Power and Wiſdom in fixing the Lot of Goſpel- 
Minifters. 2. To the Qualifications of the Miniſters of the New-Teſta- 
ment, as they are by the Spirit of God denominated JV atchrien, 3. The 
place where he poſts them, and ſo to the Fortification of the Church, 
Feruſalem's Walls. 4. The poſting of them by a Soveratgn Detpotick- 
Power, 1 have ſet. 5. lhe Office of Gofpei-Miniſiers as they are 
1. The Lord's Soverajgn Power and Wiidom in fixing the Gofpel- 047- 
ni/lers Lot, it 18 to be underſtood,that our Lord Jetus Chriſt has an So- 


veraign Arbitrary Defpotick-Power as God, and 2s M:5;ator, the fame: 


power bequeathed unto Him by the Fatuer in Managing Church-4ffairs, 
Mutth. 28. 18. A// Power 1 given unto Ie in Heaven and Earih;, And 
thence by Wonderfull Contexts of Providznces by vertue of this Power, 
He Rules and Overrules the Afﬀeairs of the Church 1m the midir of State- 
Combu'tiions, when the Humors of Princes {wels to the height of Con- 
fuſion in State and Church, there 1s a VWheel within a Wheel, which 1s 
as the Axiliree and the Primum movile upon which its Motion depends. 
This in Effe& has been the Bone of Contzntion theſe hundered years 
pail, betwixt the Civil and Eccleftiftick-Powers ; whither the Supream 
Civil-Power 10 Managing of Church-Affatrs, or the Mediator Jeſus in 
His deputed Officers, his the due Right of Managing Church-Affairs, 
and wither Chri/t has the Sole Soveraign Deſfotick-Power, or the Civil 
Magiltrate, and in Carrying on the Conteit, how much Noble-blood has 

2en ſhed, paſt Hiſtories can give account. Lither Prophefied that there 
ſhold ariſe a Civil Pope 1n the Church, who ſhould extend his Power 
over rae ſame, farther than ever the Eccleftaitick Pope hid done. Preſb. 
Apel. pag. 47. Now as to the Lord Jeſus has Soveraign Deſpotick-Power- 
In Minzging of Church-Aftairs, 1 have ſet, &&c. Theſe few things are 


umplyed, 1. Fore-{izht in order to Choice, Jer. T. 5. Before I formed 


thee in The Belly, I knew thee, and Ordained thee a Prophet, 'The 
pitching up? a Churca-Oftcer dy Soveraign Wiſdom is wrapped up in 


an abyſs that cannot be dyv'41nto by the Violenting-Power of Arhitrary 


Inferior-Powers, A Faithfull Miniſter 1s poured out like Milk, and 
TY P 
D Crudled _ 


IO 


Crudled like Cheeſe, ob 10. 10. By the Mediator's Profound Art, 


above the Skill of all the Pollitick-Artiſts in the World, ere ever he 
enter the aQtual Exerciſe of the Mediator's Service. | 

- 2. There is a Formal Choice and Pitching upon ſuch a Perſon, and 
picking him out for the exerciſe of the Miniſtry, John 6. 7. Have nor 
I choſen Twelve of you : as the Mediator in EleQive-Choice, pitches upon 
one -Veſlel for Honour, another for Diſhonour, Rom. 9. 21. In order to 
Eternal Salvation, fo alſo 1n order to the exerciſe of a Goſpel-Miniſtry, 
And who may ſay unto Him, what doeſft thou ? 


3. There is a Commiſſion given, Jer. 1. 7. Thou ſhalt go to all that I 
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ſend thee, Matth. 28. 19. So Matth. 10. 16. T ſend you as Sheep among 


Wolves, There 1s an Heavy Inditement framed againit ſome Miniſters, 


« Jer. 23. 27. That runs unſent. 


4. There are Inſtructions wrapped up 1n the Commiſton, Ifa. 6. 8, 9g. 


 . And I heard the Foice of the Lord, ſaying, whom ſhall I ſznd then, 1 [zid 
| here ariT, ſend me ;, And he ſaid go, and tell rhis People, hear ye indeed, 
but underſtand, not, and ſee ye indeed, but perceive not, Lech. 2. 7 


Thou ſhalt fheak my Words, &c. Ifa. 3. 10. Say unto the Righteous, it 
fhall be well with him. 2Tim.2.15. There 1s a rightly dividing the Word 
of Trith. Iſa. 50. 4. The Lord God hath given me the Tongue of the | 
Learned, that 1 ſhould know how to ſpeak a Word in Seajon to him that 


© # weary, Here Iyes y dexterous improvement of a Goſpel- Miniſter's-Com- 


miſſion, There are ſome that exceeds their Commiftion 5 Sadning the 


heart of the Godly, and rejoycing the Heart of the Wicked; and there 
 _ are others comes not the length of their InſtruQions, Say not @ Confe- 


deracy to all to whom this People ſhall ſay a Confederacy, Waiah 8. 12. 
Elijah behov'd to anſwer his Inſtructions in Commiſſion to Achab though 


in hazard of Life; ſo Mefes to Pharaoh : and Ezekiel his blcod lay at 
ſtake, if failing to deliver his Inſtru&ions to the People, Ezek. 33. Jonah I 


was almoſt Suffocated in the Whale's belly for not anſwering his In- 
ftrucions to the Ninivites, 


5. There 1s Divine Determination and Deſignation to Place & Station, 


| >, which admits of no Alteration, untill the Matter of the Aſlemblies calls 
{1 the TYatch-man out of the Poſt wherein he 1s fixed, 'I hence Tranſpor- 


{a of Goſbel-Miniſiers out of their Poſt 1s a wetghty Buſlineſs, where 
| | . God 


/ 
 » 
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God Seals their Miniſtry by undoubted Teſtimony ; 1 will not ſaysbut 
Commune bonum Eccleſ1e clearly determins Tranſportation, but they had 
need to ſtand much in God's Counſel, Jer. 23. 22. That can trul 
ognoſce bonum Commune Eccleſie, leſt in a Wreſted Step, a Foot may be 
put out of Joint, and they be $ounJ Fighters againſt God. Carnal Intereſt 
has not great Intereſt, has not great Place here, much lefs Miuſters, 
which skip from one Poſt to another in the Church, from Carnal-Mo- 
tives, without clear Call and Light from God; they muſt be either Light- 
headed, Light-hearted, or looſe of both Head and Heart. Yet as Goſpel-. 
Miniſters are Subje& one to another, the Spirits of the Prophets being 
Subjet to Prophets, ſo in SubjeRing to a Sentence of "Tranſportation 
where it is clearly known, That is ſeems good to the Holy Ghoſt and to 
7s, The Knot is then undoubtedly Iooſed between Paſtor and Flock. 
It is moft obſervable of Jeremiah, Jer. 20. "That his Office growing fo 
weighty unto him, that he Curſed the day wherein he was born, becauſe 
the Word of the Lord was made a Reproach unto him, and a Deriſion 
dayly, every one mocking him, whereupon he reſolved to ſpeak no 
more in the Name of the Lord, but the Fire of God kindled the Word 
in his Heart, in ſuch manner, that he was weary with Fore-bearing. v. 
7, 8, 9. Was not the Lord's Anger kindled againſt Moſes, Exod. 4. 14. 
When but from a Principle of Apprehended Inſufficiency, he ſhifted the 
Office of his Miniſtry. | 
+2. I come in the next place to ſpeak of the Qualifications of Goſpel- 
Miniſters, as they are Denominated by the Spirit of God Watchmen - 
{ do not preſum? to ſpeak of all the Quilifications of Goſpel-Mzniſters, 
ior to all theſe - abſolutely Neceſſar Qualifications, Sine quibus non, 
but only to ſuch -Qualificatiuns that this Word Watchman holdeth out 
unto us. 
And, 1. Goſpel-Miniſiers ought to be Men of Eyes, Seeing-men : no 
* General of an Army, nor Governour of a City, will ſet a Blind-man 
upon the Walls or Watch-tower, this were Ignorantly to hazard the 
loſs of the whole Army or City, by the Invaſion of a befteping or belea- 
guring Enemy - ls not the Church of God beleagured by all the Powers. 
of Hell, 1mported in thar Word of our Lord, Thet the Gates of Hel 
ſhall not prevail againſt it + is not the Nrazon {till perſuing, ſe 14 © | 
oy B 2 ©... Jools © 
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= Floods of Water upon the Church 2 Are not Forraign-Enemies from - 


without the. Church, and Inteſtine-Enemtes in the very Bowels of the 
Church, {ti[l conſulting and working the Ruine of the Church? and hath 
the Churches King General and Governour, no greater care of His o6wn 
Spouſe and Darling, which to Him is: as the Apple of His Eye, than to 
ſet Ignorant, Blind-Church-Officers upon the Churches Walls ; what 
Refletion would this be upon His Wiſdom and Goodneſs ? If Blind- 
F Vatchmen will Creep Hand and Foot upon the VVall withont 
Commiſſion and Direcion, they cannot but be Judged Intruders and In- 
vaders. It is an Unanſwerable ſharp Charge, 112.4.2.19. Who is blind as 
my Servant 2 and yet a Sharper, Iſa. 56. io. His Watchmen are blind, 
Ignorant. Goſpel-Miniſiers ought to be Knowing-men in all Things that 
Concerns the Intereſts of their Lord and Maſter, His Holy Will, Royal 
Dignities,and Honour.2.In all Things that Concerns Church-Priviledges 
and Principles, 3. In all Things that Concerns Soul-Intereſts. 4, In all 
things that concerns the Politicks of Forraigy and Inteſtine-Enemies, 

2. Goſpel-Minifters ought to have Clear-Eyes: a Watchman muſt not 
be Pore-blind, he cannot fee afar off that 1s Short-fighted, they ſhould 
take up Eljab's.Cloud, when it 1s but of the bigneſs of a Man's hand, 
1Kings 18, Threatning a Neludge of Rain, when Achab could not ſee 
it. Goſpel-Warchmen ſhould diſcover the very firſt gathering of Clouds, 
portznding a Storm upon the Church, which they can not do unleſs 
they be Sharp-ſfighted, 1f the Eye be Single, the whole Body 1s full of 
Light, Mat. 6. 22, 23. But if thine Eze be Evil, the whole Body us ful 


of Darkneſs. Fereniah was Sharp-fighted, chap.9.t. That ſaw the In- 
habitants of Feruſalem ſlain lowg before the City was beſieged by Nebu- 


chadnezzar, Goſpel-Miniſters ruſt be like their Maſter, of Quick Un- 
derſtanding, Iſa. 11. 3. Of liveiy Eyes, Eyes that have a Spirit and a 
Soul in them, not Dead-eyes. John Baptiit was Sharp-ſighted, he was a 
Burning and a Shinning-Light, Fobn 5. 35. Their Light thould run the 
length of Perſwaſion, not Ambulatory in Principles, according to the 
Change of Times, Perſons, and Parties;Changiing-Mimniſters are a Shame 
both to State and Church, and Objects of Mockery to Enemies, Judging 


our Religion Scepticiſin, 


3. They fhould have Eyes {till Walking, not Sleepy, nor Drowſie - 
| 8 


RT - 
a Sleeping Watchman by the Law of Arms may be killed upon the. 
Place without Challenge; as that Captain did while going the Round 
upon the Walls; finds the Watchman Sleeping, where-upon he thruſt 
him through, and left him Dead, ſaying, I found you Sleeping, and I 
leave you Sleeping. The warning that our Lord Jeſus gives to His 
Souldiers is, Luke 21.36.Watch therefore that ye may be accornted 1 orthy. 
Mat. 24. 42. Watch therefore, for you know not when your Lord corveth. 
Our Lord diſchargeth Lazinels as moſt dangerous in a Goſpel-Minifter, 
This is a Watch-word to Miniſters in admitting of Expectants to the 
Miniſterial-Office ; That they be Perſwaded that they be Perſons enter- 
ing the Office from a Principle of Pure Conſcience, in reſpect to 2 Sedu- 
lous anſwering the Duties of their Poſt, and that they enter not the 
Miniſterial-poſt, from a Carnal-motive of Lively-hood, Leading to a 
Carnal-ſecurity and Supine-negligence. Watchmen ſhould not be Drowtie - 
and Sleepy, 11t, Becauſe their General neither Sleeps nor 1s Drowtle | 
in His Watching over them, Pfal. 121. 4. He that keepeth Iſrael neither 
Slumbers nor Sleeps. 21y, Their Deadly Enemy Satan 18 neither ileepy 
nor drowſie, 1Pet. 5. 8. He 1s Continually walking about, he goes the 
Round upon the Walls, keeping his Catches of Sleepy-Waichmen. 3Iy. 
Becauſe their Forraign and Inteſtine Enemies are either Aſlzutiting, 
Plotting or Undermining, they are not ſo Drowſie as Sleepy-Mint- 
ſters are. | | 
4. They ſhould have Many-eyes, like Ezekie!'s Living-creature, they 
ſhould be tull of Eyes, Ez2k. 1. 18.and 10.and 12. Like Zacharia's Stone 
of ſeven Eyes, Zach. 3. 9. Like the Lamb, Rev. 5. 6. Chriſt's /FVarch- 
%1en muſt have Six Eyes, and all theſe Six Clear, Sharp and Lively. 1. 
| One looking Outward. 2. One looking Inward. 3. One looking Fore- 
Þ ward. 4. One looking Backward. 5. One looking Downward. 6. 
F One looking Upward. 1. One looking Outward; Gofpel-Minifers mult 
have two Eyes looking outward. 1. One direQly upon the. known 
. Common-enemies of the Church, their Contrivances, Motionsand Deligns, 
for they are like their Father the Devil, and his Works they will do, 
. they are unweariedly Plotting, we may have full Experience of the Plot- 
tings above and hencath ground of the - Anchriſiian-Prelatich-Party, and 
ſo lor'g as their Father the Devil lives, they will never give It over; 
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thence the Waichman's Eye es aac ſhould be conftantly upon 
their Motions. Their ſecond outward ought to be upon the Afſaults and 
Tentations of Relations-and Friends d1{lwading from, or diſcouraging in 
the Faithfull and Zealous-performance of the Duty of a Warchman. It 
was n9 {mall piece of Trial that: Amos met with from Amaziab, Amos 
7. 12, To blunt the Prophet's Fervor in witneſling againſt the Wicked- 
neſs of theſe Times; it was bad Counſel that Nehemiah's Friends (the 
Zews ) gave unto him, Neb. 4. 12. When they defired him to Flee ; for 
the Enemies would be upon him, to move him to Fear, Faithleſneſs, 
} | Fainting, and Weakning of his Hands. And Neb. 6. 10, 11. When Se- 
/  maiah his Contident per{waded Nehemiah to ſhut himſelf up in y Temple 
| for Fear of his Life. Nebemiah's Eyes were Sharp upon him, when he 
| anſwered, Shall ſuch a Man as I Flee? it was a Sharp Aſſault our Lord 
[| met w from Pezer,when he cryed unto him, Far Fe it from thee, Lord, to 
[. go up to Jeruſalem, and als Sharp was his 'Tryal from his Neareſt Na- 
\ tural-Friends, when they eſlayed ro take him and bind him, for he was 
f gone mad, (as they ſaid.) Now the Watckman's Eyes ought to be out- 
| - ward to Fence agunft Encounters of that Nature. 2/y, As their Eyes 
j! ought to be outward, fo they 1nuſt have an Eye looking inward; And 
bi. two of thir Eyes alſo muſt he have. 1ſt, An Eye upon Inteſtine-ene- 
"i mies, Undermmning-hypocrites, who under Pretence of Friendfhip, ] 
| crying, Hail Mafter, betrays with a Kiſs, (as Judas,).and ſmitcs under 
the fitth Rib, as 7029 ro Amaſa, 2 Sam.20. 9.'lic poor Church cf Scorland 
his been peſtered with ſuch fort of Men theſe paſt hundred years; Perſors 
who in the day of their own Proſperity inſults into Excefs, but in the 
| day of their Diitreis from a Serviic Temper, lows their Sails, and with 
vl Flatterics creeps into the Bowels of the Church, having 7oab's Sword 
beneath their Garment to {mite to Death. The Repentance ſome Men 
| In the day of the Churches Proſperity, had need narrowly to be put 
} to the Touch-ſtone, AZ is not Gold that Gliſiers : We had Beacons of 
Falſe Repentarice ſet up to us ſome cight and fourty years ago, which 
may cauſe the Church of Scor/and breath out thts Age in Sorrow. 
The 2d, Inward-eve ought to be upon the F/atchman's own Frame of 
Spirit, to have it Nimble, well Oyled and Watercd by the Dew of God « 

| to have his Lamp (till Burning, louking for His Maſter's coming. Tikp 
>. : 34a), 
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3dly, They muſt have an Eye Forward, looking towards threatned 
Approaching Judgements, that the Warchman may ſearch into the Cauſes 
of Wrath, and Warn the People towards a Serious Exerciſe of Repen- 
tance, for avoiding of the Treatned-ſtroak, Ezek. 33. 6. To fee the 
Sword coming, and to Warn the People. And v. 9. 'I'o turn from his 
VVicked VVay, guarding off the Blow; Importing, that Geſpel- Minz- 
fters ſhould be knowing in the Cauſes of God's VVrath. The Priefts 
Lips ſpould keep Knowleage, for he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, 
Mal. 2. 7. So 4ly, They muſt have an Eye Backward, looking towards 
the pait Tryals of the Church : the Paſt V Vreſtlings of the Faithfull 
VVatchmen in the Church - our Great and VVorthy. Reformers who 
ſpent Strength and Treaſure for Chriſt and His Intereſt, as Famous 
Mr. Eruce 1n the year 1596. VVith Prophetick Mr. Davidſon, the two 
Melvines,and others at the firſt Innovation of bringing in Prelacy by the 
Falſhood of S»2tſwwood, Adamſon, and others, they met in the New-Kirk 
of Edinburgh, and ſpent three whole days in Prayer, and thereafter 
entred into Solemn Covenant W God,with many Tears, and much Ten- 
derneſs, the Spirit of God falling down amongſt them in Great-ſhowers ;. 
Mr. Daviaſon being Preacher, the like was never (een ſince the Refor- 
mation, ſaith Calderwood in his Hiſtory, pag. the 317. VVhich after- 
ward was etttered into by all the Preſbetries and Paroches in $cctland. 
As alfo to all the Mighty Appearances & V Vorkings of God in and for 
His Church,thz Fruits of whoſe Labours we are Reaping Fe have heard 
with our Fars, and our Fathers have told us, Pſal. 44.1. 51ly, Goſpel- 
VF atchmen theuld have an Eye. Downward to obſerve all the Under- 
mining-enemies 1n the Church, that they may Countermyn the Enemy, 
and cauſe their Por7der-plcts ſpring back in their Throats. lr is reported 
S amongſt Souidiers, that the Watchman upon the V Valls of a beſieged 
; City knowing the Enemy to be Undermining the V Vall, yet not knowing | 
what part of the Wall that the Powder-plot lyes under, he takes a Drum }. 
and lays a Needle upon the top of the Drum, and fo Carries the Drum 
_ from Place to Place upon the Wall, fetting it down, and where the Needle 


| ſhakes and trembles on the Drum, he Cauſeri ſtrike down a Counterrmyn, 


and fo diſappoints the Enemy. There 1s a rare Art in VVatchmen to 
diſcover Undernuning,and a greater Art in Countcrmining for Advantage: 


' Satan 
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Satan 1s {11 Underground, Ueermini2s the Church, whom we c ught | 
to Countermyne ſtedfaſt in the Faith, 6. Goſpel-Watchmen ſhould have 
one Eye upward, Being compaſſed abour with ſo Great a Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, Heb. 12. 1. Let us v. 2, Look to Jeſus the Author and Finiſher 
of our Faith; When theſe things begin, to come to paſs, Luke 21. 28. 
The Goſpel-Vatchman ſhould lift us his Head and look up. There are 
two Principal ObjeRts he ought to have his looking up Eyes upon, the 

_ firſt upon Jefas tor New Strength and Light; the ſecond 1s, upon the 
Recompence of Reward. Moſes endured as ſeeing kim who 1s inviſible, 
Heb. 11.27. As allo, he bad reſpef to the Recompence of Reward, v.26. 

5. As the /} atchmen {ſhould have Eyes, and Sharp-cyes, ſo they ſhould 
have.oharp-cars in Hearing, Iſa. 4.2. 19. I Yho is deaf as my Servant 152 
a heavy Charge upon a Goſpel-VFatchmen, Ezck. 33. 7. Hear the VWord 
ar My Mouth, Hab. 2. 1. I will fland upon my VVaich-tower, to bear, 
Toung S2mmue! was dull in hearing, 12m. 3.Untill God called four Times 
upon him. A Centry perdue 1n a beſieged City muſt Iy upon his Belly 
ſometimes to hear, when he cannot: ſee, Ezek. 33. 7. Thou ſhalt hear 

the FFord at My Mouth and VYarn them from Me. Hof. 5. 1. Hear ye 

This, O Prieits. Micah 6. 9. The Lord's Voice crieth unto the City, 

and the Man of VViſdem ſhall ſee Thy Name, hear ye the Rod, and who © 

bath appointed it, A FFaichman muſt hear the Voice of God, 'and | : 
F 
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diſtinguiſh it from the Voice of a Stranger, My Sheep hear My Voice, and 
follows Me, S2ith our Lord; they muſt hear the Voice of Friends, giving 
the VVatch-word, and diſtinguiſh the Voice of a Friend froma Foe; they 
muſt hearghe Voice of Providences, the ſounding of the Tops of the 
Mulberry-trees, beſtirring the VF atchmen, 2 Sam. 5.24 They muſt hear 
the Voice of Enemies, ſometimes driving the VViheels of their Clariots 
like Zeb. F 
6. As VVatchmen ſhould have Sharp-ears, ſo ſhould they have a Sharp- FF 
tongue, E:zzk. 93. 7. Vern them from Me. Ifa. 58. 1. To cry aloud, to 
lift up the T oice like a Trumpet, when hazard appreacheth upon the City, - I 
all the Snirits thould flee 1nto the Tongue, as 1t 1s faid by Naturaliſts, 
when {ſudden Fear opprefſeth a Man, all the Blood flees unto the Heart 
to Prote& it, Miniſters in a Geſpel-Church upon the Walls, when the 
Church is Invaded by Known-enemies, if they give not Faithfull and - 7 
= _ dealunable 
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Seaſonable-Warning, how ſadly are they blotted, Ta. 56. 10. They are © 
Galled Dogs,. Dumb-dogs that cannot Bark, Greedy-dogs, who keeps the 
Poſts of Watchmen for their Bey, they can never have enough, or if they 
Mutter in Blunting and Rluthering, and Minching their Teſtimony, 
like the Old Pagan-Oracles, who gave their Two-faced Reſponſes; the 
Apoſtles paints them out in their Collours, 1Cer. 14. 7, 8, 9. Theſe are 
the Watehmen in the Church, who gives their Reſponſes with a Reſerve. 

They are none of Chriſt's Goſpel-Watchmen. 
7. As a Watchman ſhould have Ears, Tongue and Many-E.yes ; So 


_ there are Many-Eyes upon him; a Man {ſtanding upon the Top of a 


Wall, or on a Turret, like a City upon the Top of an Hill, he has Many 
Eyes upon him-a Goſpel-IWatichman has theſe ſix Sharp-cyes upon him, Fir/t, 
He has God's Eye upon hun. Secondly, He has the Mediator's Eyes upon 
him, He walketh among ihe Golden-candleſlicks, His Eyes like a Flame of Fire, 
Rev. 1. 14. Thirdly, He has the Eyes of Angels upon Him; if the 
Women may not be Uncovercd in the Church, becauie of the Angels, 
how ſhould the Gofpe-J atchmen carry in their Poſt, 11 the View of 


. Angels. Fourthly, They have the Eye of God's People upon them 


a Wrong Step in a Miniſter is moſt grievous to a Serious Saint, Fijihly, 


, _ The Eyes of God's World 1s upon them, a Mote to them in a Miniſter 


1s a Mountain : Polluted Miniſters are Great Stumbling-blocks to the 
Wicked and Graceleſs. Szxthiy, The Eyes of the Devils are upon them, 
Theuce Goſpel-Watchmen ſhould ſhine 1n Converſation, like Gliſtering 
Burning-lights ; a Holy Miniſter 1s a Pleaſant fight, Matrh. 5. 16. 

8; They ſhould bz very Wiſe, Be Wiſe as Serpents, Matth. 10. 16. 
No Wiſe General will ſet a Fool, or a Madman upcn the Walls of a 
beſieged City, for if he be a Fool, he may open the Gatcs ina Frolick, 


ot and let in the Enemy, and 1f he be a Madman, he may open the Gates 


Zin Fury, Of all Men in the World Goſpe-Mziniſters ought to be reple- 
—__ _niſheq with theſe few Indowments. 1. 'Lhey ought to have a good itock 


of Mother-wit. 2. They ought to be repleniſhed with Moral Qualifi- 
cations, good Education,qualifying towards the Improveinent of Natural 
Indowments. 3. Shining and Burning with Gracious Accompliſhments, 


' fo that their Wiſdom may Exceed the Wiſdom of the Scribes and Pha- = 


riſes, Chriſt's Watchmen is not only a Single-ſentinel upon the Wall, * 
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{ but F is a Ruler in the Houſe of God, Heb. 13. 17. And ſuch an ae- 
complithed Miniſter 1s a Pleaſant Gebt in the Church, Natural-indow- 
ments, Education Improven, and Grace in Exerciſe, makes a notable 
Contemplator in a Goſpel-Miniſter. 

Watchmen ought to be Faithfull and Honeſt; Goſpel. Minifters 
ſhould be Simple like Doves, Matth. 16. 16. It had not been Wiſdom 
in Zerubabel, Ezra 4. 2. 'T o have entertained the Enemies Offer of 
building with them, ſeeing their Deſign of ruining the Building was Pal- 
pable from many Experiences: It cannot be Judged a deſign. for 

 promoving of Chriſt's Intereſt, to open the Gates of the City unto 
Experienced enemies, whoſe hands are ſtoving with the Blood of the 
People of God, and who has been aftive in the ruines of the Church of 
God to the very Foundation, be their Spectous-pretences what they will. 
The Church of Scotland has many Beacons ſet upon Poles to warn againſt 
ſplitting upon theſe Rocks, upon which it has {plit almoſt in Pieccs. It 
is aſad Word, Ezra 9. 14. If joining again with the People of theſe 
| Abowinations, thall we take the ſame Fire in our Boſoms, that has alread 
burnt us, or theſe Serpents 1n our Boſoms that has ſtung us; what can be 
expected but Wrath, untill there b: no remedy, nor eſcaping ; A Knave 
Miniſter, 1s the worſt of all Iraytors. 
10. A Watchman muſt be Armed at all Points, Defenſive and Offen- Si 
five. A Goſpel-VVatchman muſt be Armed with all the Armour of God, 
Eph. 6. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, Chriſt's Miniſters are Chriſt's Souldiers, 
211m.2.4. Their Arms are Spiritual, and their Battle is Spiritual, their 
Enemies are Principalities and Powers,& Spiritual-wickedneſles in high pla- 
ces; Unarmed Miniſters lyes open to allthe deadly blows of Bloody-cnemtes, | 
11. A Watchmanmulit be fortified with much Patience. Chriſt's Mi- 
+ nNiſters muſt reſolve to endure much; Moſes endured to the end, teſtified 
by the Spirit of God after his death, Heb. 11. 27. A Watchman muſt 
| reſolve upon Night-ſtorms of Rain, Fire, Hail, Snow, he muſt endure 
hardneſs,want of Meat,Drink,Bed Accommodation of Habitation je muſt 
 ftandon the Watch-tower all alone without Company, he muſt reſolve 
+ upon Aſſaults and Terrours of Enemies, and Mockings of Friends : A 
| Goſpel-Miniſter mult have much patience, he muſt endure much; Con- 
ſider Moſes, Jeremias, Elijah, and all theſe Poſt-Warchmen, who in their 
Polis endure much, and now arc enjoying he pe ot The 


The third thing to be: ſpoken unto 1s, Feruſalem's V Pals, the place 
where He Poſts His Goſpel Mini/ters. | 


There are two things here to be ſpoken unto, 1. What is imported % $6 


by thir VIals 2 2. What are the Churches VValls 2 + 

1. What is implied, Fir/?, There is. implied Eminency of Office; a 
Goſpel-Miniſter's Office 1s a Dignity, it 1s Honourable, He that Rules 
well, is worthy of double Honour, Eſpecially they that labour in the FT ord 
and Dofrine, 1 Tim. 5. 17, Then Secondly, Eminency of Place and 
Obſervation, they are Eminent in the View of the V Vorld, like a City - 
upon a Mountain, Mar. 5. 14. All the V Vorld gazing upon it. Thirdly, 
The VValls of a City are Places of greateft Danger, there are Dangers 
of Afſſaults upon the VValls, Dangers of Undermining the VValls, 
danger in breaking 1n at the Ports of the V Valls, indangering the whole 
City. Goſpel-Minifters upon the VV/alls muſt guard againſt four Dangers. 
Firſt, Violent Aſlaulting by Attacks, and Lathering the V Va/s. Secondly, 
By Violent Afſaulting by Axes, Hammers, and Fire-works. Thirdly, 
Subtile Undermining. Fourthly, Knaviſh opening of Gates to let in the 
Enemy; but I have ſouched upon theſe Things a little Already. Fifthly, 
The Walls of a City are the Strength and Protedion of the City. So -_ 
I come to ſpeak of what are the Churches Þ Valls. There are fix or ſeven 
VValls about the Church, 

1. God Himſelf is a Strong-wall-about the Church, Pſal. 125. 2. As 
the Mountains are round about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord is round about His 
People, from henceforth even for ever. 1 

2. Angels are Strong-walls about the Church, The Angel of the Lord 
Encamps round about them that fear Him, Pal. 34. 7. 

2. Providences are Strong-walls about the Church. 

4. Pure and Unmixed-dodrine are Strong-walls about the Church. 
'The Goſpel-Vatchmen muſt guard the Truths of God from Herefie and 
Error ; there are theſe few Errours and Corruptions y are breaking in 
upon the Church, that Goſpe-Miniſters upon this Wall ought to guard 
againſt, Firft, Popi/b-Errors.” It 18 God's Mercy that our Pure Dodrine 
- In this Church has not been overſpread, with Popi/b-Errors, that yet our 
 VVaters are Clear. Secondly, Arminian-Errors, where-with alyolcr 
Proteſtant-Churches in their Do&rine are ſadly encountered. 7 4y, 
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' Erraſtian-Errors which creep in by degrees to pollute our Waters. Forurthly, 


- Quakeriſm an Errour ſtuffed with Blaſphemy, and Atheiſm. Fifthly, 
” Scepticiſm about Witchcraft, it is heavy to-bear and to hear Men of no 


meay parts, put ſtrange Gloſſes upon Witchcraft, which the Scriptures D1 
cannot allow, now when the Devil with fo Open-face i is mocking Pro- Fa 
feflors in the Church, and Reigning 1mperjouſly in ſome places where N 
the Goſpel 1s {o Purely Preached. Szxthl Iy, Deiſin which 1s nothing th 
elſe but Atheiſm in new Dreſs. Di 
The 5th Wall is Government ;_ Gofpel-Miniflers muſt be perſwaded A 
that Chriſt has a Kingdom v7 ithin a Kinzdom, and the Government of R 

_ this Kingdom 15 not Ambulatorie, but of Clezr, Divine appointment, as OL 


the Hedge planted about His Church with His own Hand, J/a. 5. &c. = 
And when any Probationer 1s entering his Watching-polt, he ought to 
give clear proof of his Perſwaſion of tins, leaſt a young Knave prove F 
an old Traytor, whereof we have had ſad Experience. They are too 1 
bold who aflerts that Chriſt (The Wiſdom of God ) has fixed no Specifick- | I 
Government in His Church, but only a General one, which is wreſted 


and changed, according to Intereſts and Humors. ( 
The 6th Wa/ is. Pure Unmixed-worſhip without Antichri{tian or Pre- 

Iatick Busks, the introducing of Human-Leremontes in the Church, has : 

occaſioned the loſs of much Blood and Treaſure. y- 
The 7th Wa# is Diſcipline, wich 13 the Eye-ſore of Libertines and q 


looſe Profati Perſons; Liberty of Conſcience is that which Unmortified 
Nature pleads for, Let us break their Bands and caſl their Cords from us, 
Pal. 2. Is the language of looſe Hearts : Thence it is that our Federal- 
| obligations are a Terror to the Godleſs Athieſts, the Reſcinding of our 
| Covenants by a Lawleſs Law, and the burning of them was not {ſo 
much from their being Plaiftercd w' ita RebelJion, as from their curbing 
of Error and Profanity. 
"The Fourth Thing to be ſpoken unto, 1s, the Goſpel-Minifter s Office, 
' as he is a Watchman, They | all never bold their Peace, &Cc. 
Theſe Five or Six Things are implyed in it. 
> Faithfulneſs, 1I{atah 58. 1. To cry aloud and not to ſpare. So Ezckiel 
33. + [o warn the People from the Lord, a well Qualified Faithfull 
3 Miniſte; is a4pecial Ornament of the Church: and upon the other hand, 
< an 
+ a&U. as 
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an Unfaithfull Miniſter is a Traytor to Chriſt, a Traytor tothe Church, 
and a Traytor to himſelf. 

2. Freedom, Ezekiel 2. 6: Not to be Afraid of their Words, nor 
Diſmaid with their Looks, though he live among Scorpions; Chriſt's 
Faithfull Servants are Sheep amongſt the midſt of Wolves, yet they are 
Neceſlitate to uſe Freedom with them upon the hazard of the loſe of 
their Souls. John the Baptiſt called the Scribes and Phariſees in his 
Dodtrine Fipers, moſt poifonable and deadly Serpents, Mathew 3. 7. 
And our Lord Jeſus in His Dodrine called the great Herod a Fox, a 
Ravenous-beaſt, this was homly and free ſpeaking, which by ſome in 
our Age would have been accounted Imprudence, Impertinency, and not 
gaining for Edificatien. Eljjab was a Free-ſpoken Man, fearing no fleſh, 

3. Fervency, Jer. 20.9. His [ord was in my Heart like a burning 
Fire. The Zeal of God's Houſe eat up the Prophets Spirit, Pal. 69. 9. 
My Zeal hath conſumed me. Pal. 119. 139. Faithfulneſs, Freedom and 
hs makes an Excellent Miniſter of the New-Teſtament. 

. Fulneſs, Ats a0. 27. 1 have not (hunned to declare "= whole 
Conſel of God. © 

5.gcaſonableneſs, AW ord fit] ly ſpoken 1s like Apples of Gold ſet in \ P3@un es 

of Silver, Prov. 25. It. Every thing ws beautifull in its time, Ecclef. 
$: Fs. A Word of Reproof will be beautifull at one time, which will 
nauſeat and irritate at another tire. They ſhall not bold their Peace Day 
nor Night, what cannot be-done 1n the Der: mult be done in the Night, 
as conveniency offers Opportunity, Ads -20. 51. I ceaſed not to Warn 
every one Day and Night with Tears. The Apoſtle keeps Convenient 
Opportunities, a3 Time, Place, and the Circumſtances of Perſons will 
allow for the. Good of the Goſpel. 
6. Unwearicdnefs, Day and Night, every Morning and © every Even- 
ing.is but the begs inninz of a Faithfull Miniſter's Labours: Fla thought 
to put a cloſe to his Miniſtry, IKings 19. When he Jaid himſelf wider 
the Tuniper-tree 1n the Wilderneſs to die, but the Lord raiſed him out of 
his Knap, and ſet him to work again; Let us run with Patience the Race 
ſet before us, Hebrews 12. 1. There is no Fai ainting and giving over t3 4 
Faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel, 

The Fifth and Le/? Thinz to be ſpoken to, is, Over what Miniſters 
of the Goſpel are to Watch, 1. A 
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/ 1. A Faithful Miniſter is to Watch over himſelf, Ads 20. 28. Take 
” beed to your ſelves. Firſt, They ſhould Watch over the Inward 'man in .| re 
themſelves, over their Hearts that are Decentful above all 'Things, over 
the Vanity, Pride, Self-conceit, Lightnefs and Looſeneſs of thzir own | C 
Hearts : Flee Tourb full-Lufts, 2Timothy 2. 22. They ſhould Watch | fl 
much towards the Lik of Mortification : The Apoſtle 1Cor. g. 27. He |\ 
keeps under bis Boop, and brings is into Subjedtion, leſt by any means | C 
Preaching to others pe himſelf ſrould be @ caſi-away. Secondly, hey ſhould 
Watch over the Outward-man, their Converſation in the' View of the | | 
World, to be als Devote 1n the Street as in the Pulpit, at Home as | * 
Abroad. Fir#, In the View of God, to bz as Devote in Secret, as in | 1 
Publick; let it not be ſaid, that ſome Miniſters Religion lyes all 11 Pub- 
lick Oſtentation; Hypocrites deftres only to be ſeen of Men, and are not 
much in Secret converſe with God, and als little in their Sclilequies. 
Secondly, In the View of Chriſt's Friends for Ectfication, becauſe a Mini- 
ſter is als edifying many times 1 his Walk, as he is 1n his Talk. Thir aly, \; 
In the View of Chriſt's Enemies, avoiding Offenge, Eoth to Jew _ 4 
' Gentile; a ſpot in a Miniſter 1n the View of his Enemies, comes under 
a Menſtruous Figure. Thirdly, They ſhould Watch over the New-wan | 
in them, all the Graces of the Spirit in them, - to have them quickened 
every day, Sharpned, Oyled, all in Motion, and not Lazily —_ \ | 


FT 


into the Habite; alſo over all Influences and Motions of the Spirit 1n' 
them, nut to grieve the Spirit, not to Queneh the Spirit, not to Reſiſt 
the- Spirit. Four thly, They ſhould Watch over the Old-man in them, 
they belng Men of the ſame Paſlions with others, lyable to the ſame 
Tentations, and Vivlent-Irruptions of Humors, if Grace in Exerciſe 
do not Over-rule. 
2. A Faithful Miniſter is to Watch over the Church, Acts 20. 28. 7 
- Take heed ts your ſelves end the Church, a Miniſter poſted | in 2 Partl- © 
_ cular Congregation 1s yeb a Miniſter to the whole Church Militant, as 
\ he has a Clear Call, it is the Church of God Purchaſed with His 
own Blood, _ 
3. A Faithful Gofpe-AMinifier is a FFatchmen ever Souls in a Special 
manner, Hebrews 13. 17. they IW itch for Souls, as they that muſ! give 
#1 Account « : Oh the heavy potture of Miniſters, and what a dreadfull 


reckoning | 


23 | 
| reckoning muſt thay make, who are Careleſs as to the Great-concerns 

of the- Souls, that are under their Charge 3: and you People are- to | 
Compaſſionate the- Circumſtances of Foor Miniſters; what a fearfull . \ 
thing is it to ſee the Garments of Miniſters ſtained with the Blood . 
{ of Innocents, the Poor Soul Murdered, hinging all. in their Dloody- 

Garments about their Necks before the Tribunal of God. 

Now to Cloſe all in a Word to the Reverend Brethren of the Mini- 
ſtry, you ſee' in what an Honourable Poſt you are, you are upon 
Feruſalem's VTalls, the Churches IValls, the moſt Royal Cities Walls 
in the World ; you are Poſted thereby the Lord Himſelf, you muſt 
not ſhift your 'Poſt, neither by the#Terrour nor Allurements of the 
World, nor of Men : You muſt not Hold your Peace Day nov Night ; 
you muſt be F ull, F aithfull, Fervent and Free in your Teftimonics. 
The 7Vals of this City has been broken down not many Years ago, 

' vou are Providentially fixed to Repair theſe Breaches; the Lord has 
aq por a way for you, to ſet about your Work; He has in a wonderful 
( I had almoſt ſaid a Miraculous ) Providence, by the Breath of His 
 Noſtrils blown away the Churches duſt, that flew in Chriſt and His 
Peoples Eyes, for many Years, and has planted you 1n the Room of 
theſe Lroublers of 1/-4el. Now is the Time, now 1s the Day, for you 
to Work, there is a Double-taſk in your Hand, Purging and Planting. 
It pleaſed God by a Singular caſt of His*own Hand to {weep this part 
of the Church of Scotland of theſe Locuſis, and if it had not been 
--grudged at by ſome occafioning of the Lord tv hold His Hand, it 
may be the North of Scotland would be with greater Succeſs planted 
than it can benow; but let it never into the Hearts of Chrift's F'7 arch- 
wr en, to blow the Duſt back again !n God's Face, which He hath 
«fo wonderfully blown away, Ezekiel 4. 4. The Levites that Mini- 
ſtred before their Idols might not any more come near the Holy 
Things, but only to be Officers, Beddals in the Lord's Houſe, verſe 
I2. 13, 14. A Wiſe Builder will ſweep the Foundation, chuſe Pol- 
| lfhed Stones, not Burnt, Rotten-Rubbilh, to ly in the VVall to ſtuff - 
the Knittings of the Stones of the Building with Rotten-duſt ; 
what were this, but an Iniquity, as a Breach ready to tall ſwelling 
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